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As a rising Junior majoring in electrical engineering

at UIUC, | would like to recollect the enriching
experiences | had as a summer intern at GIST.
While navigating through several summer internship
options in Korea, | stumbled upon the GIST research
internship opportunity. Although Kwangju is nearly
4 hours away from where | live in Korea, GIST was
appealing because of its rising fame and status
as a research University in Korea, and because it
facilitated a research group that suited my interests
in semiconductor devices.

| first entered my 7-week internship in great
uncertainty and curiosity of what living as a graduate
student in Korea will be like. After a four-hour bus
ride and walk in the humid Korean summer weather,
my first impression of the school was that it was
bigger than expected, aesthetically pleasing, and
has great facilities. The student dormitories were

12

UIUC
Summer

Jihong Min

University of lllinois Urbana Champagin

in specific luxurious. Soon | discovered many
recreational facilities such as gyms, pool tables,
ping pong tables, basketball courts and so on. | was
pretty excited.

| was welcomed by the graduate students and
professor of the GIST MIDAS research group. The
research group was constituted of approximately 20
members, covering a variety of research interests
including but not limited to terahertz technology,
solar cells, and semiconductor electronic devices.
On my first day, | participated in a pretty intimidating
lab meeting. | was clueless about what the students
were presenting. However, within a week, |
was lucky enough to be matched up with a PhD
candidate graduate student to participate in her
research. | read a heavy load of research papers on
the subject of ReRAM devices before | was able to
follow the graduate student to the clean room and




observe ReRAM fabrication first hand. | studied and
learned the mechanisms of the PECVD, E-beam
evaporator, spin coater, and hot plate necessary
for the construction of the Metal-Insulator-Metal
structure ReRAM device. Wafer cleaning and photo—
lithography were also fun to learn about. Although
taking measurements and waiting for results can be
very repetitive and tedious, | felt that it was crucial
time for researchers to delve into their ideas and
future research plans. Talking to graduate students
about their directions and purpose of research, |
felt that research has a lot of capacity for innovative
thinking and self-paced studying. | was able to
solidify my desire to continue studying in graduate
school after graduation.

Besides academics, the lifestyle of Korean graduate
students in GIST was at the center of my curiosity
ever since | landed this internship opportunity.
The collectivist lifestyle of the students stood out

most prominently the moment | stepped into this

community. The whole research group had lunch and
dinner together every day, and often had group social
events and activities. Compared to the individualistic
milieu in my UIUC research group, the close knitted
environment in the GIST research group helped me
engage and socialize with nearly all of the members
in the group. Also, | had a misconception that the
research hours at GIST would be very long and rigid
at first. Anyhow, | soon learned that the working
hours were lenient as long as you put in your full
effort. | was also content to learn that students were
able to enjoy their hobbies and get enough exercise
alongside their rigorous studies.

To conclude my summer break, summer internship,
and journal, | want to thank all the members of the
research group and my new friends at GIST for
providing a very fulfilling experience as a research
intern in an amazing school.
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